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The Soul 
of America 

Two years ago, 
Esquire went looking 
for the real America. 

We found it. 
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Deciding whose briefcase to buy is easy. 
Here’s the hard part. 



























We keep raising the standard 



LX4-Door. The Accord SE-i. At Honda, after 



The Accord 4-Door Sedans 



















































^Guy Laroche 



























XEROX 











































ALBANY, NEW YORK 

CRAFTSMANSHIP is the essence 
of professional pride. Precision and 
practice make art out of labor—even if 
it’s with one hand and a worn knife. 

Jack and the Oyster 




























































































Thank Dad for believing you were very special 
every step of the way. 




























































































PROPRIETY, the quality of doing 
things that are right and proper, canbe 
found in many parts of the country. 
One strain thrives in Boston, another 
in Palm Beach, a third in Virginia. 


But Philadelphia outstrains them all. 

















PENDLETON, OREGON 

FRONTIER SPIRIT, then as now, is 
the combustion that happens when 
westerners from the territories ride 
in for a few days of fun and fellowship. 
And maybe a little mayhem to boot. 


The Bhie-Ribbon 
American Beauty Rose 
^of Rodeo 



by Ken Kesey 










Even cowboys get tliebruise 











































































































The Automobile 
ftomNutstoMs 















A proving ground 
for computers. 


Nobody sweats the details like GM. 



































How to avoid paying vour bilk 

X J CJ J by Man Greenspan 



phone, utilities, and the like. Then, it will ask y _ 

where you keep your money and for the numbers of | 
your various checking and savings aco— 

Thats really all ther iC " 


iter their costs, an Apple II will pay them, too. Find out what they’ve been saying on Wat. r . 

An Apple n will see to it that your checkbooks Week. And in most cases, get up to the minute price 
main balanced, and that you’ll know when your quotes on over six thousand stocks, options, and 
ipenses are about to exceed your income. It can other securities. 

en help you plan to buy a new car. Or a home. An Apple n lets you buy and sell securities right 

Or a fur-lined boat, if your budget permits. in your home or office, at the moment you want to 

H °w» our 

produces charts and graphs, so you can quickly see 



It can store your records, plan for the next 

You’ll be alerted to payments you've made ora 
te year that maybe tax-deductible It even keeps 
tar-round records, automatically updating totals 
id making conections for you. It will even print 

- out completed lax 

forms that the IitS. 

- about 10,000 other 

things totally unrelat- 
es or this ad. So theres no telling how far 
The Apple II and making money about covro it And what if, 

An Apple n can do wondrous things^for your person- after all of this, you still have some money left over? 
nanois. sett: . ,<» ; onK«u ; n |o ns. oure oinga o 


sx__... 

some of your credit cards and other bills elec 
cally—without ever writing a check. 

So the only time i 

yuiil I have to go to the 

mo l^L 









of J. P Morgan.. .though not much. 


Capitalism^ 

byiMidiaelMThomas ^JdmStTB^t 






























































PART TWO Loyalty and Common Purpose 

Sharing in a community of hearts 
































Brigham Young led the 
Mormons across the 
continent to Salt Lake 
City.lt has been called 
the largest religious 
migration since Moses. 



















There’s a special air here, 
as if everyone lived 
the way Mormon hymns 
should be sung: 
Earnestly, Reverently, 
Resolutely, Energetically. 
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Thousands of GMC 
customers are returning new 
trucks to their dealers... 

and we couldn’t be happier. 

ASSESS Ssc 


w — m . 

Lr“L A truck you can live with. 












































^somebody 



Talk 

tome 
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It took you a year to learn to walk. 
In six months, you can learn to fly 




all included. Ifl at a Cessna Pilot Center, 

Better still, you we’ll send you a check 


Vi^M^teSrX ot AmScL D 'lt SSjSzO. A certified 

SfiSsSS^S!, 

Once you get your pilot’s ally take the controls and fly! 

license, we naturally hope you'll Of course, there’s no obliga- 


















ThePrime of Miss 
JeanWilson 

by 

Douglas 

Bauer 


a penny earned; Waste not, wa 

Virtue is its own reward. Amer- 

have always lived by these proverbs. 
And even in an age of revolving 
credit, many still hold fast to them. 
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noui Canon lets you create pictures like this 
' a -g-g,] at the touch of a button. 


Canon 




































We’re also interested in computers. 


These are some of the many art exhibitions, musical events, and 
television specials that IliM has supported over the years. 

Which goes to show that a company known for state-of-the-art technology 
can also be interested in the state of the arts. 


9to5:/armm, failures, lawyers, & 
various departments of commerce 
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Ford Tempo. The forward thinking car. 
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QUALITY 


YOU CAN SEE AND HEAR 





BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 

SPORTS MANIA is a happy affliction 
caused by the love of competition and 
loyalty to one’s home turf. Nowhere is 
there a more virulent strain than in the 
heartland, wherebasketball fever rages. 



by David Halberstam 








































T he tournament summons 
the dream, and the dream 
unifies the state. When the 
dream happens, or almost 
happens, the state rests again 
comfortably in its myth. 





Stolichnaya 

The Vodka 


STOLICHNAYA 


00-528-6148 (Arizona 602-957-4923). 
























AUyourlife, 
you've been 
walking around 
in the wrong 
shoes. 




B efore the game, one by one, 
the Attucks boys came by 
for a drink of water, but also to 
stare and try to figure out who 
these boys were and what the 
source of their magic was. 


The easiest way to buy the best books. 
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F lor years people would drive 
out of their way to go through 
Milan, like pilgrims to Lourdes, 
to see if they could figure out 
what had happened, what had 
made this town different. 
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When it comes to Dad, 
the sky’s the limit. 
















Tt was as if 0 
_Lthe game an 
its fundamenl 
player changed 
was perceivec 
was Oscar 

scar had taken 
d reduced it to 
als. If any one 
how basketball 
in Indiana, it 
Robertson. 

1I11I 

lisnii 


mum 

II 


ill 

SIS 

liii 

lliiiiiiillliiiiii 


IISSS1 


i§l§E 









































\bu’ll never appreda te how beautiful it is 


Cougar isn't Jiough for yaj just by looking at it 


Efficient engine cooling. 
And an excellent feel for 


to appreciate its true beauty Its sleek, smooth 
lines. Stylish roofline. Sloped windshield. Raised 
rear deck. And aircraft-inspired doors. 

Because each of these, while contributing to 
Cougar's undeniably good looks, has a more impor¬ 
tant function that goes beyond simple cosmetics. 
They each help make Cougar more aerodynamic. 

The Cougar's aerodynamic design actually 
helps the car cling to the road for impressive han¬ 
dling and stability 

And that same beautiful, yet functional, design 
slices through the wind to contribute to a 
quieter ride. Improved fuel economy 


the road. We could tell you lots more about the 
Mercury Cougar. About its long list of standard 
features. About its many attractive options. But you 
can get the whole story in the Cougar catalog. (Call 
1-800-MERCFAX for your copy) 

A Lifetime Service Guarantee is available at par¬ 
ticipating Lincoln-Mercury dealers. See your local 
Lincoln-Mercury dealer for details. 

Sure, the Mercury Cougar is beautiful to look at. 
But take one for a test drive. Or you'll never appreciate 
how beautiful it really is. 
Mercury Cougar 




Parjums 

H^AIN^URENT 


Benefits: 
doctors, 
safety, 
teachers, 
& other 
favorite 
assets 


SOUL 


SEARCH 


Health, 

Education, 

and 

Mfelfare 


What Price Knowledge? ^ 































THE NCR PC 
IS COMPATIBLE WITH 
PEOPLEJOO. “IF 


rnran 


TrueBlue 


FAMILY is a community unto itself. 
But economic and social changes 
threaten to dissolve its emotional and 
geographic ties.This is the story of one 
man who refused to let that happen. 























































































T here was nothing 
to worry about 

other” Falco's son says. 
“That sounds like 
something out of those 
TVshows, but it's true.” 







































































Jazz is bom. 
Macintosh boogies. 


One of the world’s i 



The software , 
Macintosh was , 
invented for. 




















STRIKING IT RICH is as American a 
dream as there is. It inspires everything 
from a two-dollar place bet to a hefty 
commodities account. But hitting 
the jackpot is rarely just a matter of luck. 

Mr.JimmieHits 



BY JOHN ED BRADLEY 



















































































































Awliole 
new concept of 
Disability Income 
insurance 

lets you adjust your policy 
to meet your changing needs. 





































MIAMI, FLORIDA 

ASSIMILATION is how America 
re-creates itself: by merging new waves 
of outside cultures. The apotheosis 
was at Ellis Island. Today, the newest 
Americans come to the South. 





































JENSEN 

When you want it all. 




























































ELEGANCE is a penthouse on Park 
Avenue with a grand piano in the 
living room, a maid’s room, a country 
kitchen, and too many working 
fireplaces to count—an American dream. 


ProperPlaces 

BY TOM WOLFE 
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DALLAS, TEXAS 

GIANTISM is the American belief that 
bigger is best. Glittering, expansive new 

their blueprints drawn in the gigantic 
and creative visions of master builders. 


A Few 
Mfodswiththe 
Biggest Man in 



l/CllUlO 



. *"i i 


byBobCrooiie 






























The Nikon FE2 Because not every artist 
uses abrush and palette. 




















































































How dareThe Glenlivet 


be so expensive? 



laste. Just one sip and you II 
know that The Glenlivet has 


Only The Glenlivet’s 
time-honored methods can 
achieve this unequaled taste. 

smoothness, body and bouquet 
are qualities found only in this 
unique Scotch. 

Of course you may elect 
jurchase a good Scotch that’s 
nsive. But for a truly 
you’ll have to 

The Glenlivet 

-year-old unblended Scotch. 
About $20 the botde. 

















Declarations of* 
Independenc3e 

Standing up for something: 
dropouts,soldiers,voters,& 
other types of freethinkers 























































































































SHE'S GOT 
HER MOTHER'S EYES, 
HER FATHER'S NOSE 
AND HER 
UNCLE'S DEFICIT. 
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As we wound our way 
through the sultry, steamy 
streets of Singapore, she 
murmured faintly that the 
exotic scents of the orient 
mingled with the fragrance 
of my Azzaro were almost 
intoxicating. 

I told her to take a few 
deep breaths. 









The quiet mark of achievement. 



MOVING? 












































PART FOUR 


Individuality and Reckless Imagination 

Dancing to a different rhythm 



CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
NORFOLK,NEBRASKA 









TOLERANCE flourishes where personal 
freedom is paramount. San Francisco 
has long offered a friendly haven—for 
beatniks, hippies, and, more recently, gays. 


OfficerHicks, 






































































kind of cop who 

gay cops proud,” 
says Officer 
Paul Seidler. 
“But J.D. Is not 
what you’d call 

































JEWISH HUMOR forms America’s 
funny bone. From Woody Allen’s movies 
to Plulip Roth’s novels, even to the 
heavenward shrugs of Johnny Carson, the 
laughs can be traced to the raucous 
lodges of the Catskills: the Borscht Belt. 


The' 

Fine Art of 
Mountain 
Tummling 
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GOODfYEAR 


EVEN 
THE MOST 


DRIVER 
IS ONLY 


ACTIVISM is the doctrine of 
vigorous devotion to one’s beliefs. It 
drove the Underground Railroad of 
the nineteenth century, and it 

literally on the fringe of America. 



Keepers of tlie 
Flame 


by David 
Quammen 































































































THE BLUES began with the sound 
of despair from a people in need of solace. 


fSBIuem 


Today the music plays on, pouring 
its soul and rhythm onto big-city streets. 
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Chicago 












TheRockets’Red Glare 


bY<*( k orgfPlimplon 


NORFOLK,NEBRASKA 

OBSESSION ignites the imagination 
with flights of fancy that soar beyond 
the routine and the conventional. 

The grandest schemes light up the days 
of all who get close enough to view. 
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PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

INDUSTRIOUSNESS is what makes 
this country tick and hum and buzz. 

No one believes more fervently that 
prosperity derives from sweat and hard 
labor than Americans newly arrived. 

byJoeKlein 

The Good Life 
and Long Hours of 
Nguyen Nguu 
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What else would you give 
a special Daddy for Father’s Day? 











OPULENCE is what happens when 
people with money put on the ritz, and 
Americans are as deft at showing 
off wealth as they are in acquiring it. 




byC.D.B.Bryan 










When all is said 
and done, 
a shoe is 
meant for 
walking. 

Lands’ End 


never 
forgets it. 





























CORVETTE 


THIS AMERICAN WENT 
EYE TO EYE WITH EUROPE. 
AND EUROPE BLINKED. 
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_L J-ughRoyCMenthoughtthat 
his grandson Harry should have a paper 
route. “Harry didn’t love it,” I’d been told, 
“so mostly the chauffeur threw the papers.” 
















































PRAGMATISM has never been flashy, 
but it gets the job done. It has shown up 
everywhere in American life, but it is 
nowhere more evident-or perhaps more 
essential-than in the congressional 
offices of the nation’s capital city. 

Just Another Guy 
from the District 

by Sally Quinn 
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Home on 
theRange 

Living conditions: 

















Encounters atthe 


Mind!s Edge 




CALIFORNIA DREAMING is what 
lured the disenchanted westward. 
Restlessly they pursued every possible 
path to their own fulfillment, including 
the ultimate voyage into the self. 








































RDalton stocks America's 
favorite pastime. 


1 1 



















































































10 GOOD 
REASONS TO 
READVENTURE 






































THE ANSWER TO AGING 

for everyone who wants to maximize personal appearance... 
sexuality... health and fitness... life expectancy 


SURVIVAL is both private and 
collective. It is bred by the awe an 
loneliness of facing the elements 
and by an unswerving respect for 
what man builds despite them. 


Desert Dreams 

BY BILL BABICH 
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f r%rifrr\l intr ° ducin 9 thefirst 

V^lll III III Volkswagen you can buy 
■■■ for how your heart 

\ feels—as well as 

Vl jl l| SHII what your head says: 

/ V^WI Jvlll the new Jetta GLI.$9,995. 
# It's designed with clean aerodynamic lines. 
High-performance low-profile tires. Alloy wheels. Sport 
seats. And a multi-function computer display. 

German engineered and built, it has a high-perform¬ 
ance 1.8-liter fuel-injected engine. A dose-ratio 5-speed 
transmission. Four-wheel independent sport suspension. 
Rack-and-pinion steering. And 4-wheel disc brakes. 

On the test track,it accelerates0-50mphin7.1 seconds. 
Top speed: 115 mph. Lateral acceleration: 0.85g. 

The new GLI: No dream.No illusion.It's the real thing. 
Introducing the new Afalt's not a car. 

Fard—iiii>«!iii-ioo-B 5 Vo.. J e a GLI. $9,995. It's ci Volkswagen. 



































Why wait for 

HER BIRTHDAY? 


Why wait 
FATHER'S Day? 


Why wait for 

YOUR NEW APARTMENT? 


Why wait for 
Saturday night? 


Why wait for 

YOUR PROMOTION? | 


Why wait for 

YOUR NEXT RAISE? 


Why wait for 

THEHOUDAYS? 


WHY WAIT FOR 
TOMORROW? 


Drambuie over ice Tonight 



























Ronstack Kline and Smith are we! 
^ Coming June to yourTV! 

£ Join the swordplay and 

romance! 

Linda Ronstadt Come and see us k m 

sing and dance! % 

ATJSA Premiere Event! 

Two hours oltepurtime well spent! 


REQUIRED READING FOR THE BUSINESS CLASS. 

□□□□□□□ 


THE BUSINESS CLASS 
COOKS UP DEALS. 


At Waterford, any 
design with 
alife expectancy 
shorter than 
half a century is 
dismissed as a 
whim of fashion. 






The Soul of America 

represents the most ambitious commentary 
by a magazine on the meaning of place. 

The place that is born in us, follows us, and 
makes us who we are. For nearly two years, 
the editors of Esquire worked to identify 
a select number of places, from major cities 
to little-known towns, where the essential 
components of America’s true character could 
be found. The magazine then dispatched the 
country’s finest journalists and literary figures 
to each of these destinations, there to discover 
the pulse that gives life to community. Their 
work comprises an unforgettable odyssey 
through the national spirit. 


America’s 
great writers 
search for 
the soul of 
America in: 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Westwood, California 
Washington, D.C. 
Lafayette, Louisiana 
Chicago, Illinois 
Pendleton, Oregon 
NewYork, New York 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Rhyolite, Nevada 
Dallas,Texas 
Detroit, Michigan 
Wisdom, Montana 
San Francisco,California 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanii 
Norfolk, Nebraska 
Houston,Texas 
Albany, NewYork 
Camden, South Carolina 
Miami, Florida 
Tucson, Arizona 
Bloomington, Indiana 
Wall Street, NewYork 
Pensacola, Florida 
and others 
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